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Cedar  chests  safe  against  moths? 
protection  from  cedar-lined  closets? 
Official  date  for  Arbor  Day? 
Precook  pieplant  for  pie? 
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Spring  questions  fill  the  mailhag  this  week.     Several  letters  here  ask 
ahout  clothes  moths ...  another  letter  asks  the  date  of  Arbor  Day. ..still  another 
makes  inquiries  about  rhubarb  pie — what  our  grandmothers  used  to  call  "pieplant 


Let's  begin  with  the  moth  questions.     This  year  it  is  so  important  to  save 
all  wool  and  fur  clothes  and  keep  them  safe  from  these  destructive  insects. 

The  first  letter  says:   "Can  I  depend  on  my  cedar  chest  to  protect  wool 
clothing,    blankets  end  furs  from  moths  during  the  hot  weather"" 

Entomologists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  say:   "Yes,  chests  of 
three- fourths  inch  red  cedar  that  close  tight  give  excellent  protection  against 
moths,  provided  the  clothes  or  "blankets  have  "been  dry-cleanod  or  washed  within 
a  week  of  the  time  they  go  in  the  chest... or  provided  they  have  been  carefully 
brushed.     Long  fur  needs  more  than  Crushing  to  get  out  all  moths ...  needs  comhing. 
Hanging  clothes  in  the  bright  sun  for  several  hours  "before  putting  it  in  the 
chest  helps.     The  strong  cedar  aroma  or  fragrance  will  kill  any  very  young 
moth  worms.    But  older  worms  a,re  not  so  easily  killed  in  the  chest,   so  you  must 
get  them  out  first  "by  "brushing,  "beating,  combing  and  sunning.     Any  moth  eggs  or 
very  young  worms  that  happen  to  be  on  clothes  will  die  in  the  chest. 

That's  the  answer  to  Question  !To.  1  about  cedar  chests.     Question  Fo.  2, 
coming  up,  is  ahout  cedar-lined  closets .     The  question  is;   "  Are  clothes  a.s 
safe  against  moths  in  cedar-lined  closet  as  in  a  cedar  chest?" 
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And  the  answer  is;     Ho.  Cedar-lined  closets,  as  most  builders  install  them , 
are  not  dependable  as  protection  against  damage  from  clothes  moths.    Most  cedar 
closets  are  not  absolutely  tight.    Moths  can  get  in  through  the  crack  under  the 
door,  for  example,  or  through  openings  beneath  the  baseboard  or  molding. 

If  you  want  a  closet  to  be  safe  against  moths,  it  must  be  a  tight  one. . .no 

openings  beneath  the  baseboard  or  quarter- round  mouldings  that  lead  to  wall 

spaces...  no  openings  under  or  around  the  door.  Most  modern  closets  have  no  door 

treads  so  have  a  large  crack  beneath  the  door.     Shis  makes  it  easy    for  moths  or 

carpet  beetles  to  crawl  into  the  closet,  and  for  the  fumes  of  any  moth  flakes  or 

crystals  to  get  out.    A  good  safe  closet  should  have  no  openings  into  wall  spa,ces. 

should  have  a.  door  that  fits  tightly  all  around  against  some  sort  of  a  gasket. 

(A  refrigerator  door  is  a  good  example  of  the  kind  of  a  tight  door  a.  mothproof 

closet  needs.)    A  rubber  gasket  around  the  closet  door  is  excellent,  but  felt 

weather- stripping  will  do  in  place  of  rubber.     Seal  all  cracks  in  the  plaster  of 

the  closet  wall,     and  all  cracks  about  the  baseboards.    Or,  better  still,  have 

the  closet  lined  throughout,  floor  included,  with  sheets  of  plyboard,  or  firm, 
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non-porous  fabricated  building  board. 

Now  you  may  be  wondering  whether  a  tight  closet  built  this  way  is  really 
sure  protection  against  moths.     The  answer  is:     Yes,  if  you  keep  enough  naphtha- 
lene or  p  ar  add  chl  o  rob  en  z  ene  flakes  or  crystals  in  the  closet.  Use  one  pound  of 
flakes  or  crystals  for  each  100  cubic  feet  of  closet  space.     Of  course,  you 
must  keep  the  door  closed  tight  all  the  time  except  when  you  are  putting  in  or 
taking  out  clothes. 

Your  clothes  are  safe  as  long  as  you  keep  the  closet  stocked  with  moth 
flakes  or  crystals.     These  give  off  enough  fumes  to  fill  the  closet  and  kill 
moths  before  they  do  any  harm.    But  once  the  crystals  or  flakes  evaporate,  the 
closet  ha.s  only  its  tightness  as  a  protection. 
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Let's  leave  the  moths  now  and  turn  our  attention  to  a  question  about  Arbor 
Day,  One  letter  in  the  mail  this  week  says:  "Vfill  you  settle  an  argument  about 
the  official  tree-planting  day  in  this  country?    What  is  the  official  date  for 
Arbor  Day? " 

The  answer  is:     This  country  as  a  whole  has  no  official  date  for  Arbor  Dajr. 
Each  State  sets  its  own  date  and  rules  for  observance  of  the  day.     The  proper 
season  for  planting  trees,  you  sao,  differs  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
But  you  may  be  interested  to  know  that  Arbor  Day  originated  and  was  first  observed 
in  Nebraska  in  1372.     That  was  71  years  ago  this  April.     The  founder  was  Julius 
Sterling  Morton,  pioneer  Nebraskan  and  one-time  Secretary  of  Agriculture.     He  set 
April  10  as  the  date  for  tree-planting  in  ITebraska. 

You  can  get  more  details  about  Arbor  Day  in  a  free  bulletin  from  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  called  "Arbor  Day,"  No.  14-92. 

Last  question,  this  one  about  the  first  pie  of  spring.     The  question  is: 
"Should  rhubarb  go  into  pie  raw  or  should  it  cook  first  with  sugar  or  thickening?" 

Cookery  scientists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  suggest  simmering 
rhubarb  and  water  for  a  few  minutes. .. then  adding  cornstarch,  sugar  and  salt  to 
the  juice... then  cooking  until  thickened.    Add  the  rhubarb  pieces  to  this  sweet- 
ened, thickened  juice,  and  pour  into  a  cooked  pastry  shell.     Add  the  top  sheet 
of  dough  and  bake  in  a  moderately  hot  oven  for  25  or  50  minutes — or  until  the 
crust  is  golden  brown. 

That's  all  the  questions  for  today. 


